9D-EC-19310 
PATENT 



Remarks 

The Office Action mailed March 11, 2005 has been carefully reviewed and the 
foregoing amendment has been made in consequence thereof 

Claims 1-15, 17-23, 25-46, and 48-53 are now pending in this application. 
Claims 1-15, 17-23, 25-46, and 48-53 are rejected. Claims 16, 24, and 47 have been 
canceled without prejudice, waiver, or disclaimer. Claims 1 , 28, 42, and 50 have been 
amended. No new matter has been added. 

The rejection of Claims 1-15, 17-23, 25-46, and 48-53 under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Call (U.S. Patent 5,913,210) in view of 
Nicholls et aL (U.S. Patent 5,485,369) is respectfully traversed. 

Call describes a system including an Internet resource, called a "product code 
translator," for storing cross-references between universal product codes identifying 
specific products and Internet addresses specifying locations at which information 
about products may be obtained (column 1, lines 37-41). The cross-references are 
transferred from participating manufacturers to the product code translator using a 
product code registration process (column 1, lines 42-44). The transferred cross- 
references specify universal product codes assigned to the participating 
manufacturers, such as the U.P.C. and EAN codes widely used in retail stores for 
barcode scanning at checkout counters (column 1, lines 45-48). The centrally stored 
cross-references thus correlate sets of universal product codes with the Internet 
addresses where information can be obtained about the products designated by those 
codes (column 1, lines 47-51). Utilizing the system, resellers, potential customers, 
analysts, service and support personnel, end-users and others can obtain and use 
detailed, accurate and up-to-date information about any product of interest made 
available by a participating manufacturer (column 1, lines 52-56). The system 
facilitates a transfer of information about products from manufacturers or suppliers to 
resellers, customers, and any others who need or desire that information (column 1, 
lines 32-36). 

Nicholls et al. describe a system including a shipping station (26). The 
shipping station may include one or more computer terminals to which a scanning 
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device (32), an electronic scale (34) and mailing label printers (36) maybe attached 
(column 3, line 65 - column 4, line 3). The system further includes a shipments client 
that accepts user input for routing, rating and documentation of a group of packages 
(column 7, lines 53-55). The system also includes supervisory managers that are 
preprogrammed with an ability to send "announcements" across a network operating 
system according to a named pipe protocol (column 12, lines 45-47). The system may 
choose the least cost carrier which meets transit time requirements indicated in a field 
(column 7, lines 57-61). The system provides a selection as being hazardous of a 
material to be shipped (Figure 4A). A UPS rate adjustments program object and 
substantially similar objects for each carrier rate server installed on the system, allows 
a user to adjust discounts and incentive programs extended to a shipper by a carrier 
(column 8, lines 43-47). 

Claim 1 recites a method of delivering goods from a supplier to a buyer 
utilizing a system having at least one delivery agent, at least one store, at least one 
supplier, and a plurality of buyers, wherein the at least one delivery agent, the at least 
one store, and the at least one supplier are coupled to a communications network, the 
method comprising the steps of "contemporaneously communicating respective order 
information from a respective store to a logistics intermediary; generating respective 
invoice information from said respective order information; electronically 
communicating said respective invoice information from said logistics intermediary to 
a respective delivery agent based on an electronic manifest; noting exceptions and 
electronically communicating the exceptions to said logistics intermediary, wherein 
the exceptions are noted and electronically communicated by said respective delivery 
agent; electronically communicating the exceptions from said logistics intermediary 
to a respective supplier and to the respective store from which goods were ordered; 
electronically communicating a disposition status of respective shipped goods from 
said respective delivery agent to said logistics intermediary; responding, by said 
respective supplier, based on conditions of the respective shipped goods provided by 
said respective delivery agent to said respective supplier via said logistics 
intermediary, wherein said responding based on the conditions includes replying, by 
the respective supplier, based on the conditions reported via a graphical user interface 
by the respective delivery agent after the respective shipped goods are received by the 
respective delivery agent that delivers the respective shipped goods to one of the 
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buyers of the respective shipped goods; and updating said electronic manifest, 
wherein said electronic manifest is updated by said logistics intermediary." 

Neither Call nor Nicholls et al., considered alone or in combination, describe 
or suggest a method of delivering goods from a supplier as recited in Claim 1 . 
Specifically, neither Call nor Nicholls et al., considered alone or in combination, 
describe or suggest responding, by the respective supplier, based on conditions of the 
respective shipped goods provided by the respective delivery agent to the respective 
supplier via the logistics intermediary, where responding based on the conditions 
includes replying, by the respective supplier, based on the conditions reported by the 
respective delivery agent via a graphical user interface after the respective shipped 
goods are received by the respective delivery agent that delivers the respective 
shipped goods to one of the buyers of the respective shipped goods. Rather, Call 
describes correlating sets of universal product codes with Internet addresses at which 
information can be obtained about products designated by the codes. Call further 
describes using, by resellers, potential customers, and end-users, information 
regarding a product. Call also describes transferring information about products from 
manufacturers or suppliers to resellers, customers, and any others who need or desire 
the information. Nicholls et al. describe accepting, by a shipments client, user input 
for routing, rating and documentation of a group of packages. Nicholls et al. further 
describe selecting, as hazardous, a material to be shipped. Nicholls et al. describe 
allowing a user to adjust discounts and incentive programs extended to a shipper by a 
carrier. Accordingly, neither Call nor Nicholls et al., considered alone or in 
combination, describe or suggest replying, by the respective supplier, based on the 
conditions reported via a graphical user interface by the respective delivery agent after 
the respective shipped goods are received by the respective delivery agent that 
delivers the respective shipped goods to one of the buyers of the respective shipped 
goods. For the reasons set forth above, Claim 1 is submitted to be patentable over 
Call in view of Nicholls et al. 

Claims 2-15, 17-23, and 25-27 depend, directly or indirectly, from 
independent Claim 1. When the recitations of Claims 2-15, 17-23, and 25-27 are 
considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 1, Applicants submit that 
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dependent Claims 2-15, 17-23, and 25-27 likewise are patentable over Call in view of 
Nicholls et al. 

Claim 28 recites a system for delivering goods from a plurality of suppliers to 
a plurality of buyers based on respective orders placed by the plurality of buyers, the 
system comprising "a communications network; a logistics intermediary coupled to 
said communications network, said logistics intermediary having an electronic 
manifest; wherein said logistics intermediary is adapted to adjust good deliveries 
based on an exception report; at least one delivery agent coupled to said 
communications network, wherein said at least one delivery agent is adapted to 
deliver and install a first set of goods ordered by a respective buyer based on 
information in said electronic manifest; at least one supplier adapted to generate order 
reschedules of a second set of goods based on conditions, of the first set of goods, 
provided by the at least one delivery agent to said at least one supplier via said 
logistics intermediary, wherein said at least one supplier generates the order 
reschedules by creating the order reschedules based on the conditions reported by the 
at least one delivery agent via a graphical user interface after the first set of goods are 
received by the at least one delivery agent that delivers the first set of goods to the 
respective buyer; and at least one store coupled to said communications network, 
wherein said at least one store is adapted to receive order information generated by 
each respective buyer and communicate the order information to said logistics 
intermediary via said communications network." 

Neither Call nor Nicholls et al., considered alone or in combination, describe 
or suggest a system for delivering goods from a plurality of suppliers as recited in 
Claim 28. Specifically, neither Call nor Nicholls et al., considered alone or in 
combination, describe or suggest at least one supplier adapted to generate order 
reschedules of a second set of goods based on conditions, of the first set of goods, 
provided by the at least one delivery agent to the at least one supplier via said logistics 
intermediary, where the at least one supplier generates the order reschedules by 
creating the order reschedules based on the conditions reported by the at least one 
delivery agent via a graphical user interface after the first set of goods are received by 
the at least one delivery agent that delivers the first set of goods to the respective 
buyer. Rather, Call describes correlating sets of universal product codes with Internet 
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addresses at which information can be obtained about products designated by the 
codes. Call further describes using, by resellers, potential customers, and end-users, 
information regarding a product. Call also describes transferring information about 
products from manufacturers or suppliers to resellers, customers, and any others who 
need or desire the information. Nicholls et al. describe accepting, by a shipments 
client, user input for routing, rating and documentation of a group of packages. 
Nicholls et al. further describe selecting, as hazardous, a material to be shipped. 
Nicholls et al. describe allowing a user to adjust discounts and incentive programs 
extended to a shipper by a carrier. Accordingly, neither Call nor Nicholls et al., 
considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest at least one supplier that 
generates the order reschedules by creating the order reschedules based on the 
conditions reported by the at least one delivery agent via a graphical user interface 
after the first set of goods are received by the at least one delivery agent that delivers 
the first set of goods to the respective buyer. For the reasons set forth above, Claim 
28 is submitted to be patentable over Call in view of Nicholls et al. 

Claims 29-41 and 49 depend, directly or indirectly, from independent Claim 
28. When the recitations of Claims 29-41 and 49 are considered in combination with 
the recitations of Claim 28, Applicants submit that dependent Claims 29-41 and 49 
likewise are patentable over Call in view of Nicholls et al. 

Claim 42 recites a system for integrating information for the delivery of goods 
from a supplier to a buyer, the system having at least one delivery agent, at least one 
store, at least one supplier, and a plurality of buyers, the system comprising "means 
for utilizing a communications network to transfer order and shipping information 
between a respective supplier, a respective delivery agent, and a respective store; 
means for utilizing a logistics intermediary coupled to said communications network, 
said logistics intermediary being adapted to employ an electronic manifest; means for 
providing order and shipping information to the at least one delivery agent and the at 
least one supplier, wherein said at least one delivery agent is adapted to deliver and 
install a first set of goods ordered by the respective buyer based on information in said 
electronic manifest; means for scheduling a shipment of a second set of goods 
produced by the at least one supplier based on said order and shipping information, 
and an exception report, wherein said at least one supplier is adapted to generate order 
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reschedules of the second set of goods based on conditions, of the first set of goods, 
provided by said at least one delivery agent to said at least one supplier via said 
logistics intermediary, and the at least one supplier generates the order reschedules by 
creating the order reschedules based on the conditions reported by the respective 
delivery agent via a graphical user interface after the first set of goods are received by 
the respective delivery agent that delivers the first set of goods to the respective 
buyer; and means for updating the electronic manifest after the order has been 
executed." 

Neither Call nor Nicholls et al., considered alone or in combination, describe 
or suggest a system for integrating information for the delivery of goods from a 
supplier as recited in Claim 42. Specifically, neither Call nor Nicholls et al., 
considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest means for scheduling a 
shipment of a second set of goods produced by the at least one supplier based on the 
order and shipping information, and an exception report, where the at least one 
supplier is adapted to generate order reschedules of the second set of goods based on 
conditions, of the first set of goods, provided by the at least one delivery agent to the 
at least one supplier via said logistics intermediary, and the at least one supplier 
generates the order reschedules by creating the order reschedules based on the 
conditions reported by the respective delivery agent via a graphical user interface after 
the first set of goods are received by the respective delivery agent that delivers the 
first set of goods to the respective buyer. Rather, Call describes correlating sets of 
universal product codes with Internet addresses at which information can be obtained 
about products designated by the codes. Call further describes using, by resellers, 
potential customers, and end-users, information regarding a product. Call also 
describes transferring information about products from manufacturers or suppliers to 
resellers, customers, and any others who need or desire the information. Nicholls et 
al. describe accepting, by a shipments client, user input for routing, rating and 
documentation of a group of packages. Nicholls et al. further describe selecting, as 
hazardous, a material to be shipped. Nicholls et al. describe allowing a user to adjust 
discounts and incentive programs extended to a shipper by a carrier. Accordingly, 
neither Call nor Nicholls et al., considered alone or in combination, describe or 
suggest the at least one supplier that generates the order reschedules by creating the 
order reschedules based on the conditions reported by the respective delivery agent 
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via a graphical user interface after the first set of goods are received by the respective 
delivery agent that delivers the first set of goods to the respective buyer. For the 
reasons set forth above, Claim 42 is submitted to be patentable over Call in view of 
Nicholls et al. 

Claims 43-46 and 48 depend, directly or indirectly, from independent Claim 
42. When the recitations of Claims 43-46 and 48 are considered in combination with 
the recitations of Claim 42, Applicants submit that dependent Claims 43-46 and 48 
likewise are patentable over Call in view of Nicholls et al. 

Claim 50 recites a system having at least one delivery agent, at least one store, 
at least one supplier, and a plurality of buyers, wherein the at least one delivery agent, 
the at least one store, and the at least one supplier are coupled to a communications 
network, the system comprising "a logistics intermediary electronically 
communicating respective invoice information to a respective delivery agent based on 
an electronic manifest, said logistics intermediary electronically communicating said 
respective invoice information via a server to said respective delivery agent, said 
respective invoice information generated from respective order information, said 
respective delivery agent noting exceptions and electronically communicating via the 
server the exceptions to said logistics intermediary, said at least one supplier adapted 
to respond based on conditions, of a plurality of shipped goods, provided by said 
respective delivery agent to said at least one supplier via said logistics intermediary, 
and the at least one supplier generates the order reschedules by creating the order 
reschedules based on the conditions reported by the respective delivery agent via a 
graphical user interface after the goods are received by the respective delivery agent 
that delivers the goods to one of the buyers; and a respective store contemporaneously 
communicating via the server respective order information to said logistics 
intermediary." 

Neither Call nor Nicholls et al., considered alone or in combination, describe 
or suggest a system as recited in Claim 50. Specifically, neither Call nor Nicholls et 
al., considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest the at least one supplier 
adapted to respond based on conditions, of a plurality of shipped goods, provided by 
the respective delivery agent to the at least one supplier via the logistics intermediary, 
and the at least one supplier generates the order reschedules by creating the order 
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reschedules based on the conditions reported by the respective delivery agent via a 
graphical user interface after the goods are received by the respective delivery agent 
that delivers the goods to one of the buyers. Rather, Call describes correlating sets of 
universal product codes with Internet addresses at which information can be obtained 
about products designated by the codes. Call further describes using, by resellers, 
potential customers, and end-users, information regarding a product. Call also 
describes transferring information about products from manufacturers or suppliers to 
resellers, customers, and any others who need or desire the information. Nicholls et 
al. describe attaching a scanning device, an electronic scale, and mailing label printers 
to a shipping station. Nicholls et al. also describe printing, via the printers, necessary 
shipping documents, bills of lading, manifests, and the appropriate package labeling. 
Nicholls et al. further describe a accepting, by a shipments client, user input for 
routing, rating and documentation of a group of packages. Nicholls et al. further 
describe selecting, as hazardous, a material to be shipped. Nicholls et al. describe 
allowing a user to adjust discounts and incentive programs extended to a shipper by a 
carrier. Accordingly, neither Call nor Nicholls et al., considered alone or in 
combination, describe or suggest the at least one supplier that generates the order 
reschedules by creating the order reschedules based on the conditions reported by the 
respective delivery agent via a graphical user interface after the goods are received by 
the respective delivery agent that delivers the goods to one of the buyers. For the 
reasons set forth above, Claim 50 is submitted to be patentable over Call in view of 
Nicholls et al. 

Claims 51-53 depend from independent Claim 50. When the recitations of 
Claims 51-53 are considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 50, 
Applicants submit that dependent Claims 51-53 likewise are patentable over Call in 
view of Nicholls et al. 

For at least the reasons set forth above, Applicants respectfully request that the 
Section 103 rejection of Claims 1-15, 17-23, 25-46, and 48-53 be withdrawn. 
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In view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, all the claims now active in 
this application are believed to be in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and 
favorable action is respectfully solicited. 



Respectfully Submitted^ 

Patrick W. Rasche 
Registration No. 37,916 
ARMSTRONG TEASDALE LLP 
One Metropolitan Square, Suite 2600 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102-2740 
(314) 621-5070 
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